
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
Worship Aid 

 
The Mass on Palm Sunday begins with a special Opening 
Rite and Gospel Reading remembering the entrance of Jesus 
into Jerusalem. 

 
Opening Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 
  
Opening Song:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 
 
Psalm: Psalm 22   
 Refrain: My God, My God, why have you abandoned me? 
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew 

Jesus stood before the governor, Pontius Pilate, who questioned him, “Are you the king 
of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 
And when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made no answer. 
Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they are testifying against 
you?” But he did not answer him one word,  so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now on the occasion of the feast the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd 
one prisoner whom they wished.  And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called 
Barabbas.  So when they had assembled, Pilate said to them, “Which one do you want 



me to release to you,  Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?”  For he knew that it was out of 
envy that they had handed him over. 

While he was still seated on the bench, his wife sent him a message, 
“Have nothing to do with that righteous man. I suffered much in a dream today 
because of him.” The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for 
Barabbas but to destroy Jesus. The governor said to them in reply, 
“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” 
They answered, “Barabbas!” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus called 
Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 
But he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” They only shouted the louder, “Let him be 
crucified!” When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all, but that a riot was 
breaking out instead, he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd, 
saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood. Look to it yourselves.” 
And the whole people said in reply, “His blood be upon us and upon our children.” 
Then he released Barabbas to them, but after he had Jesus scourged, he handed him 
over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium and gathered the 
whole cohort around him. They stripped off his clothes and threw a scarlet military 
cloak about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his head, 
and a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat upon him and took the reed 
and kept striking him on the head. And when they had mocked him, 
they stripped him of the cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him off to 
crucify him.  As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon; this man they 
pressed into service to carry his cross.   

And when they came to a place called Golgotha — which means Place of the Skull —, 
they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall. But when he had tasted it, he refused to 
drink. After they had crucified him, they divided his garments by casting lots; 
then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And they placed over his head the 
written charge against him: This is Jesus, the King of the Jews. 
Two revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and the other on his left. 
Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, 
“You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 
save yourself, if you are the Son of God, and come down from the cross!” 
Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him and said, 
“He saved others; he cannot save himself. So he is the king of Israel! 
Let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 
He trusted in God; let him deliver him now if he wants him. 
For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” The revolutionaries who were crucified with him 
also kept abusing him in the same way. 

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 
And about three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 
“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 



Some of the bystanders who heard it said, “This one is calling for Elijah.” 
Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a 
reed, gave it to him to drink. But the rest said,‘Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save 
him.” But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit.   

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. 
The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened, and the bodies of many saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his 
resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to many. 
The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus feared greatly 
when they saw the earthquake and all that was happening, and they said, 
“Truly, this was the Son of God!” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Homily 
 
Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Intercessions:  Response: Lord, Hear our Prayer 
 
Preparation of the Gifts 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Our Father 
Agnus Dei:   Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.    

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.   
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.  



Communion Hymn:  Jesus Christ, Bread of Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Act of Spiritual Communion (Pope Francis) 
 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.   Amen. 
 
Close in Silence.   
 


