
 ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA - ST. LUCY CHURCH  
38 NORTH AUSTIN BOULEVARD, OAK PARK 

WEEKDAY MASS: Tuesday at 8:30 am 
WEEKEND MASS: Sunday at 9:00 am  

ST. GILES CHURCH 
1045 COLUMBIAN AVENUE, OAK PARK 

DAILY MASSES: Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 am;  
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday at 8:30 am; Saturday at 8:00 am (Confession following Mass, 8:30 to 9:00 am)

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday at 4:30 pm and Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

MARCH 17, 2024 • Fifth Sunday of Lent 

SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA-SAINT LUCY AND SAINT GILES PARISH 



Fr. Carl’s Corner 
Dear Parishioners, 

   Greetings and best wishes for a blessed Holy Week and Easter Season. As we enter this 
time celebrating who we are living in the life of the Resurrected Christ, I thought it would be a 
good opportunity to share with you my thoughts on the direction of our parish and hopefully 
offer you some clarification and reassurance.  

   Since becoming Pastor of both newly-unified parishes, there have been ongoing questions 
about where we are headed as individual parishes and as a broader faith community. Some of 
the changes you have experienced are the result of larger changes within the Archdiocese 
which are being driven by the shortage of those entering the seminary and religious life today. 
Other changes are the result of the need to serve you better which is made easier with the 
sharing of resources. Much of what we are doing in Oak Park is new as there is no precedent 
for it. While there are areas that still need our attention, we have already seen success in our  

collaboration around our sacramental preparation and with our outreach and social justice efforts which are very aligned 
with our Catholic mission. Included is the work of the Migrant Ministry and the creation of two not-for-profits which are 
serving asylum seekers and the community of Austin. 

   Our faith communities offer unique ministry opportunities along with a rich history of legacy and tradition which 
distinguished each former parish and led parishioners to find their home. We should be very proud of this. Unification 
was not intended to change the essence of each faith community. Instead, we were asked to expand beyond the former 
parish boundaries by working more closely together as a Catholic community. There is a concern over the future of both 
Catholic parishes. We will remain as two separate parishes yet knowing we cannot foresee what the future may hold. 
Both parishes will have separate staffs sharing expenses for those staff members that fall under Spirit and Light. Each 
parish will be supported with their own councils, a Parish Pastoral Council and a Finance Council. The councils will 
assist with vision and mission setting, initiatives, as well as offer me advice on decision making across different areas. 
Fr. Rex will continue as Moderator of Pastoral Care and I will continue as your Pastor working closely with the directors 
of operations, staffs, and a leadership team that will aid with the larger vision.  

   In order for these structures to succeed they must be accompanied by a strong lay leadership. It is a re-focusing on 
Vatican II where we share the co-responsibility for our Church. This means the laity and clergy are equally responsible 
for our parishes and spreading the gospel today. Pope Francis supports this in his writings calling all to be missionary 
disciples.  

By working together to find solutions to shrinking congregations, young people abandoning the faith, and a shortage of 
ordained ministers, we have an opportunity to grow our faith communities. We can do this by reaching out in new ways, 
focusing on mission, and building vibrant places of worship and gathering which we can proudly call our spiritual home 
and where everyone feels welcome.  

I ask you for your prayers and support of time and treasure as we follow the invitation of Christ, taking the responsibility 
for our Church and mission, and ultimately bringing others to know and live in Christ. I hope and pray this letter helps you 
say yes to our future. 

With you a Christian. For you a priest. 
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This Sunday, March 17, we will celebrate Fr. Ed Salmon's 90
th
 Birthday (a day early) after the 10:30 am 

Mass at St. Giles Church. Join us after Mass in the gathering space for birthday cake and well wishes for 
Fr. Ed. If you can't make it to Mass and want to send him a card, drop it off or mail it to the Parish Office 
1025 Columbian Ave., Oak Park 60302. 



Spiritual Life & Worship 

Praying the Rosary on Zoom  
Fridays at 7:00 pm 

Join Deacon Kevin and Marci Morgan  
on Zoom to pray the Rosary on Friday evenings. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 
Meeting ID: 865 8895 7490 

Passcode: 634955 
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Have you noticed purple paper 
strips in the churches? 

Prayer renews our soul, changing our hearts and 

connecting us with God. Is there something in particular 

you are praying for this Lent?  Write an intention on the 

strip of paper and place it in the baskets at the foot of the 

Mary statue in either church, or by the statue of the Sacred 

Heart.  Let us also join in prayer with each other— 

if you feel called, take an intention that was left  

in the basket home with you to pray for this week. 

ST. GILES CHURCH 
MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

Monday,  March 18 
 6:30 — The Deceased of the Parish 
Tuesday, March 19 
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8:30 —  Henrietta Bezouska 
  Edith Enderle 
  Louis and Lena Calonico 
Wednesday, March 20 
 6:30 — Marilyn Hammer 
  Owen Petrzelka 
  Betty Shaker 
 8:30 — All Parishioners and Benefactors 
Thursday, March 21 
 8:30 — Michael Haddad 
  Albert Joseph 
Friday, March 22 
 6:30 — Tilly Knowles 
  Albert Joseph 
  The Deceased of the Abraham Family 
Saturday, March 24 
 8:00 — Ray Hedges 
  Dr. Robert Hammer 
  Rose Jantelezio 
 2:30 —  Wedding: Sarah Ritten and Drew De Baker 
 4:30 —  Cliff Becker, Jr. 
Sunday, March 24 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 8:00 — Cecilia Kaszynski 
  Theresa Martino 
  Theresa and Joseph Guzzardo 
 *10:30 —  Douglas Reed 
  Mary C. Daly 
  Beltran Assin 
*This Mass will be live-streamed from the St. Giles website, 
stgilesparish.org. 

 
ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA-ST. LUCY CHURCH 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
Tuesday, March 19 
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8:30 — All Parishioners and Benefactors 
Sunday, March 24 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 9:00 — Raymond Smith 
  Jori Baker 
  James L. Phillips 
 

ST. EDMUND CHURCH 
Sunday, March 24 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 5:00 —  Oak Park Catholic Parishes Young Adult Mass  

WEDDING BANNS 

III Sarah Ritten and Drew De Baker 

W e Pray For . . .  

   Those who are hospitalized or homebound, 
including: Steven Acevedo, Patrick Ahearn, 

Coletta Ali, Jessica Scanlon Bailey, Jane Baker, Phyllis 
Baker, Marissa Becker, Kyle Becnel, Joe Bigliotti, Baby 
Sofia Rose Bond, John Botti, Danita Bowie, Viola 
Cleo Bradshaw, Herbert Breidenbach, Melissa 
Brumund, Pat Burke, Susan Cadero, Phil Calabrese, 
Patrick Cibula, Jim Cimms, Ray Cimms, Patricia 
Crotty, Lucille Dalbis, Bill DeBiase, Judy 
DesLauriers, Andrea Dickson, Virginia Evans, 
Wanda Farmer, Mike Fenske, Katherine Fisher, Mary 
Ellen Frank, Paul Frauenfelder, Earl Gallermo, Jack 
Gallo, Michael Gallo, Sr. Regina Gallo, Marcial 
Gomez, Baby Michael Haiduke, Jennifer Hanna, 
Deborah Harris, Maggie Astacio Hedges, Paul 
Hefner, Deacon John Henricks, Bill Holmes, Ben 
Houghton, Ginny Jones, Phillip Jones, Joe Karas, 
Patrick King, Marie Koko, Pat Koko, Paul Koko, Hardie 
Kressler, Kimberly Lester, Gabriela Rodriguez 
Machado, Jim Madden, Virginia Madden, Deacon 
Lorry Madonia, Lynne Tallon Matassa, Patricia 
McDonald, Leolina Rodriguez Meira, Sebastian 
Mitchell, Willa Montgomery, Anne Muldihill,  
Sr. Louise Noesen, Matt O’Connell, Amelia 
Patterson, Bob Quane, Patricia Reardon, Tom 
Rezek, Lillian Ricci, Paul Schleitwiler, Colleen 
Rowley Schramm, Carole Sheehan, Maureen Sloan, 
Nick Sorrentino, Sr. Carol Spiegel, Nina Stanley, 
Sarah Such, Joann Taylor, Maria Vaccaro, Shirley 
Venerable, Nancy Wesclitz, Nichol Williams, 
LaShonda Wilson, Brenda Zych. 

(Names will be periodically removed from this listing in the 
bulletin and also from the list of recurring intersessions 
spoken at weekend Masses. Others have received a 
Prayer Shawl representing the prayers for healing by the 
Parish community. Please contact the parish office to 
include someone on this prayer list or to request 
inclusion in the weekend Mass intercessions, or to 
request a Prayer Shawl.) 

   And for those of our family members and 
parishioners who have died, especially Thomas 
Geary, spouse of Lynn Geary, Eva Doktycz Kunkel, 
daughter of Connie Doktycz, and Rev. Donald 
Donahugh. 
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Lent: Fostering an Oasis of Renewal 

For all the Lenten offerings and resources throughout the Oak Park area  
and beyond, please visit our website at tinyurl.com/2024OakParkLent  

or scan the QR code to the right. 

   The image above, created by parishioner Fran Gregory, has been the visual representation of our    
focus for Lent this year. Every Lent, we enter the desert and meditate on what those deserts are in our 
own lives.  But this Lent, we have been reflecting on a different image within the desert—the  
renewal that can be found, the oasis of flowing water to which those preparing for Baptism are  
journeying, the spring of peace and reconciliation found within the cross.  This week, we are  
reminded in the first reading that God’s law is written on our hearts—that this spring of renewal is 
found within us, closer than our closest companion. If we quiet ourselves we will find that God is there, 
waiting.  Let us find space for that quiet as we draw ever closer to Holy Week. 

Tuesday, March 19, 4:00 pm  
Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina at St. Edmund Church
Centering Prayer is an ancient receptive method of Christian silent prayer which deepens our 
relationship with God. It is a prayer in which we can experience God’s healing and loving presence 
within us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking. Lectio Divina is listening to the Word of God 
through reading, reflecting and responding prayerfully that leads to resting in God. 
 
 
Wednesday, March 20, 6:30 pm  
Evening Prayer at Ascension Church
On Lenten Wednesdays, we gather for prayer in front of the tabernacle at Ascension Church.  Come 
for a simple, intimate ritual of scripture, song and prayer.  
 
 
Thursday, March 21, 7:30 pm 
Healing Prayer, Healing Song at Ascension Church 
Scripture, healing songs, and prayers from various traditions, shared silence, and the opportunity for 
individual prayer, laying on of hands, and anointing.  Additionally, an ecumenical and multi-cultural 
prayer team of pastors and other pastoral care ministers assist in this ecumenical outreach of prayers 
for healing, wholeness, and unity in our world. 
 
 
Friday, March 22, 7:00 pm 
Stations of the Cross through the Eyes of Mary at St. Giles Church 

This week’s stations of the Cross follows the perspective of Mary as she accompanies her Son on his 
journey to the Cross. The Council of Catholic Women hosts these beautiful reflections that will open 
our eyes in a new way to the connections between His journey and ours.  

This week in Lent 
Catholic Community of Oak Park and beyond 



 5 

Oak Park Catholic Community 
Lenten Opportunity 

Easter Sunrise Shoeboxes 
 

Shoeboxes collected will be donated to the 
Franciscan Outreach Organization  

and Housing Forward. 
 

Collection continues until 
Palm Sunday, March 24 

 
Fill a shoebox or a comparable-size container  

(you provide the container)  
with a variety of personal size items. 

 
These are just a few suggestions:  

 
 Tube Socks     Hotel Size Soap & Shampoo 
 Deodorant            Toothbrush/Toothpaste 
 Wash/Face Cloth Brush and/or Comb 
 Hand Lotion             Kleenex (personal size) 
 Disposable Razor Shaving Gel/Cream 
 Baby Powder  Plastic Rain Poncho 
 Small Towel  Other Small Items 

 
Gift Card from McDonald’s, Burger King, etc.  

(not to exceed $10.00) 
 

Please be sure to include these items: 
Word Search or Crossword Puzzle Book  

with Pen or Pencil, 
and some wrapped Easter Candy. 

 
When your shoebox is filled (you can decorate it if you 
choose to do so) put a rubber band around it. Mark the 

box either “Man” or “Woman.” Place your shoebox in the 
designed box at the back of your church or on the back 

pews in the Gathering Space at St. Giles Church or drop 
it off at the St. Giles Parish Center. During Holy Week 
the boxes will be delivered to the two organizations so 

that they may be distributed during Easter time. 
 

Thank you for caring and participating!! 
Know that your work of mercy  

will make a difference in someone’s life!! 

Any questions, please contact Barb Schulz  
773-622-2121 

Mass Schedule for Holy Week and Easter 

 

 

Passion (Palm) Sunday, March 23/24 

Saturday, 4:30 pm at St. Giles Church  

Sunday, 8:00 am and *10:30 am (with the Adult Choir)  

at St. Giles Church 

9:00 am at St. Catherine of Siena-St. Lucy Church 

with the Praise Choir 

10:00 am Family Mass Community in the St. Giles School Gym 

Palms blessed and distributed at all Masses 

 

TRIDUUM 

 

Holy Thursday, March 28 

Morning Prayer - 8:30 am at St. Giles Church 

Mass of the Lord's Supper - *7:00 pm at St. Giles Church  

with the Adult Choir and the Handbell Choir 

Adoration until Midnight 

Night Prayer - 11:45 pm 

 

Good Friday, March 29 

Morning Prayer - 8:30 am at St. Giles Church 

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion - *3:00 pm  

at St. Giles Church with the Adult Choir 

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion – 7:00 pm  

at St. Catherine of Siena-St. Lucy Church with the Praise Choir 

Living Stations of the Cross – 7:00 pm at St. Giles Church 

with the Teen Choir 

Family Mass Community Good Friday Prayer Service with 

Silent Passion – 7:30 pm in the St. Giles School Gym 

 

Holy Saturday, March 30 

Morning Prayer - 8:30 am at St. Giles Church 

Blessing of Easter Food - 11:00 am at St. Giles Church 

and at 1:00 pm at St. Catherine of Siena-St. Lucy Church 

Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter - 7:00 pm  

at St. Giles Church 

Initiation of New Members 

(No 4:30 pm Mass at St. Giles Church ) 

 

Easter Sunday, March 31 

Sunrise - 6:00 am in the St. Giles Courtyard  

(weather permitting, otherwise in Church) 

*8:00 am and 10:30 am at St. Giles Church 

9:00 am at St. Catherine of Siena-St. Lucy Church  

with the Adult Choir. 

10:00 am Family Mass Community in the St. Giles School Gym 

 

*These Masses will be livestreamed. 

Please see our Lenten events website, 

tinyurl.com/2024OakParkLent, 

for a complete listing of offerings  

across the greater community,  

or our parish website, www.stgilesparish.org, 

for further information. 
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Spirit and Light Collaborative 

St. John of the Cross and The Living Flame of Love 
 
Two days after Easter, join us for the upcoming Spiritual Classics discussion on St. John of the Cross and his mystical 
writing, The Living Flame of Love.  We will meet on Tuesday, April 2, at 7:30 pm in the Ascension Parish Center 
Dining Room.  Jeff Wood will lead the discussion.  All from the Oak Park parishes are welcome. 
 
St. John of the Cross himself described The Living Flame of Love as “songs of the soul in the intimate communication of 
the union of love with God.” He captures the mystical visions of his spiritual journey, describing the transformation of the 
soul in encountering the pure love of God.  The Living Flame of Love consists of 24 lines of poetry followed by St. John’s 
commentary, representing his teachings on the journey of the soul towards union with God.   
 
If you have any questions, or would like more information about our monthly Spiritual Classics discussions, send an 
email to llaffc@ascensionoakpark.com or check out the Spiritual Classics webpage on the Ascension and St. Edmund 
website.  Reading the book is not required in order to join the discussions – feel free to just come and learn more about 
the mystical vision of St. John of the Cross.  

C e n t e r i n g  P r a y e r  a n d  L e c t i o  D i v i n a  G ro u p s  
I n  p e r s o n  S t  E d m u n d  C h u r c h  T u e s d a y s  4 : 0 0  p m  s t a r ti n g  M a r c h  1 9  
V i r t u a l  Z o o m  T h u r s d a y s  9 : 3 0  a m  b e g i n n i n g  M a r c h  2 1  
 
C e n t e r i n g  P r a y e r  i s  a n  a n c i e n t  r e c e p t i v e  m e t h o d  o f  C h r i s t i a n  s i l e n t  
p r a y e r  w h i c h  d e e p e n s  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d .  I t  i s  a  p r a y e r  i n  w h i c h  
w e  c a n  e x p e r i e n c e  G o d ’ s  h e a l i n g  a n d  l o v i n g  p r e s e n c e  w i t h i n  u s ,  c l o s e r  
t h a n  b r e a t h i n g ,  c l o s e r  t h a n  t h i n k i n g .  
L e c t i o  D i v i n a  i s  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g ,  r e fl e c t i n g  
a n d  r e s p o n d i n g  p r a y e r f u l l y  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  r e s t i n g  i n  G o d .  
 

T h e  g r o u p  w i l l  s i t  i n  s i l e n t  p r a y e r  f o r  2 0  m i n u t e s  a n d  t h e n  p r a c t i c e  
L e c t i o  D i v i n a  f o r  1 5  m i n u t e s .  T h e r e  i s  a  g r o u p  m e e t i n g  i n  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  
n o r t h  t r a n s e p t  o f  S t  E d m u n d C h u r c h  o n  T u e s d a y s  a t  4 : 0 0  p m .  W a l k - i n s  
a r e  w e l c o m e .  A n o t h e r  g r o u p  w i l l  m e e t  o n l i n e  T h u r s d a y  m o r n i n g s  f o r  4 5  
m i n u t e s  a t  9 : 3 0  a m .  T o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  o n l i n e  g r o u p  a n d  t o  r e c e i v e  a  
z o o m  l i n k ,  p l e a s e  s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o  B o b  G o r m a n  a t  
r b r t g o r m a n @ p r o t o n m a i l . c o m  

Little Lambs: 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
with Children Eighteen Months to 

Three Years 
 
   In our Little Lambs atrium, the 
children learned about the colors of 
the church year liturgies through song, 
working with the chasable activities, 
and the liturgical calendar puzzle. 
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Oak Park Catholic Community 
MIGRANT MINISTRY UPDATE:   

Faith Moves Mountains 

   For those of you who weren’t able to attend the concert, La Fe 
Mueve Montanas (Faith Moves Mountains) on February 27, 2024, 
here is a link to a video which will give you a flavor of the evening. 
This video was created by the Archdiocese of Chicago for their 
program, “La Hora Católica: Misa y Más,” and aired on  
March 10, 2024.  https://youtu.be/WabLmmHi66k?t=2222  

   We are grateful to GIA Publications, Inc., the sponsor of this 
program, and to the musicians who participated. It is still possible 
to make donations to Migrant Ministry through this video. 

 

   We have temporarily paused most clothing donations to the 
Migrant Ministry while we deal with reduced storage space. We are 
however, desperately in need of shoes (casual shoes, please, 
no dress shoes, high heels, or boots), all sizes for men, 
women and school-age children. Other items needed are large, 
warm blankets, towels, roller bags (used is fine, but with all wheels 
and zippers working). 

   We are still in great need of items noted on 
the Amazon Wish List found by scanning the 
QR code here. Items do not need to be 
purchased from Amazon; it is merely a list of 
needed items.  

Donations may be dropped off on Monday 
mornings from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm at  
St. Edmund School. Please enter from the Pleasant Ave door. 

   Thank you for your support of our Migrant Ministry.  
For more information, email us at immigrantministry@gmail.com. 

   Monetary donations to support the Migrant 
Ministry can be sent to the St. Catherine of Siena-
St. Lucy and St. Giles Parish Office at  
1025 Columbian Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302. 
Please mark your check for the “Migrant Ministry.” 
Donations may also be made online through 
GiveCentral on the St. Giles website or by 
scanning the QR code at left. 

   Or donations can be sent to Ascension and St. Edmund Parish. 
Please note the Migrant Ministry on your check. Donations may 
also be made online through GiveCentral on the Ascension 
website. 

Welcome to a sequel! 
   That is how Dennis Hamm, S.J., introduces 
his commentary on the Acts of the Apostles. 
   A group of parishioners gathers on Zoom 
every Thursday morning from 9:30 - 10:45 am 
to study and reflect on one of the books of the 
Bible. After Easter, on Thursday, April 4, we will 
begin a study of the Acts of the Apostles, 
guided by reading the New Collegeville Bible 
Commentary and discussing its historical 
context and scriptural insights. 
   We invite anyone interested in learning more 
about this important book describing the early 
Church community to join us. Commentaries 
will be provided. Please contact Eugene 
Wedoff at erwedoff@me.com for further 
information. 
   We are all members of the "Sequel," those 
who have come after. This is an opportunity for 
us all to reflect on what that means. 

Healing Prayer, Healing Song: An 
Ecumenical Service to Pray for Healing 
 
Join us on Thursday 
evening, March 21, at 
7:30 pm at Ascension 
Church for Healing 
Prayer, Healing Song: 
a new ecumenical 
prayer outreach. The service includes scripture, 
healings songs and prayers from various 
traditions, shared silence, and the opportunity 
for individual prayer, laying on of hands, and 
anointing. A special “Healing Choir” provides 
musical support and songs of healing at the 
service. Additionally, an ecumenical prayer 
team of pastors and other pastoral care 
minsters assist in this ecumenical outreach of 
prayers for healing, wholeness, and unity in our 
world. As an ecumenical service, we recognize 
the unifying power of Christians from different 
traditions, ethnicities, and races to join as one, 
to intentionally pray for the healing of division 
and for a deepening of unity in our world. The 
service is live-streamed and will also be offered 
on April 18. To date, each month we have 
welcomed approximately 100 persons at each 
prayer service. We are hoping to continue to 
“grow” this service and invite you to experience 
the service for yourself as a way to pray for 
healing and unity in our world. For more 
information, contact David Anderson at 
d.anderson@ascensionoakpark.com.  
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Parish Life 
Food For Thought 

Uniquely Portable Magic 
 

“Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; 
In your compassion, wipe out my offense. 

Thoroughly wash me from my guilt, 
and of my sin cleanse me. 

Create a clean heart in me, O God.” 
  (Psalm 51:3-4) 

 
The Bible in all its magnificence 
is the ultimate in a love story. 

It cannot be read with a diffidence, 
and takes readers beyond allegory. 

It has war and peace, scenes of upheaval; 
Stunning acts of betrayal are tragic. 
Glistening goodness...shadowy evil, 

it’s uniquely portable magic. 
 

God embraced humanity through Jesus. 
A man of strong character and soft heart, 
he came to reveal himself, and sees us 
live in his image when we do our part: 

Acting with wisdom, being more grateful; 
using the God-given space for our skills. 

Grace from the Spirit—let’s have a plate-full; 
To be like God, climb those challenging hills. 

 
God reassures us to not be afraid. 

It’s found in the Bible hundreds of times 
where Jesus shows support that will not fade. 

God’s “right here,” not “out there.” In prose or rhymes, 
it is a central truth in the Bible, 

that God’s with us in times of stress and fear. 
Let’s not return to when lives were tribal; 

Jesus is with us and he has your ear. 
 

Scripture speaks of God and abandonment, 
which as a covenant he won’t abuse. 

It’s like God embraces a commandment: 
That as the Good Shepherd, he will not lose, 

forget or forsake sheep who might be lost. 
That is God’s promise, and from it we learn: 

Honor a promise or suffer the cost. 
To be like God is a most worthy yearn. 

 
Gospels all speak of how Jesus selects 
the flawed and imperfect to demonstrate 

majestic and compassionate effects, 
and his loving embrace would culminate 

with a transformative resolution 
to the sick, to beggars and to sinners. 

Jesus gives the Father attribution; 
God makes humble heroes Kingdom winners. 

 
At its heart, the Bible’s about God’s love, 

with truth’s bright reality its center. 
Baptismal cleansing sends the soft white dove, 

the Holy Spirit, as Divine Mentor. 
We are now God’s chosen people; our part 

is to respond to the invitation 
to ignite our soul with a hero’s heart, 
engaging God’s Divine Reservation. 

 
Tom Lynch. tgl7714@gmail.com. 3/17/24 

Theme Suggestion: NCR, J. Durepos, 2/24 /24 

Faith & Fellowship 

Catechists’ Meeting 
   We light a candle, we offer a prayer.  We talk about nitty-gritty 
stuff (who can make it to the bowling outing? should we meet 
during Holy Week? when is the CTU Field Ed director’s visit?).  
We review last week’s session and pool our wisdom to discern 
presence with our Partners. James agreed to turn down the 
volume on his earbuds. Beverly had seemed sad, withdrawn, and 
even crabby. Roxane acted unusually “with it.” Jose had spoken 
eloquently of his experiences of “consolation.”   
   Then we read a short selection, share our reflections in quiet 
meditation, immerse ourselves in the Scripture, receive a ritual 
blessing,  speak prayers of petition and thanksgiving.  We review 
next week’s “lesson” and finalize the menu for its Agape. 
   All in all – we are a community of faith. 

   Opportunity Knocks is a non-profit started by Mike Carmody 
to provide programs, activities, and vocational opportunities for 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Access to 
friendships and a reason to wake up abruptly stops for so many 
people in Illinois when they turn 22 and age out of the school 
system. But Mike had the vision and determination to change that 
trajectory for his brother and many others by starting Opportunity 
Knocks in a quiet corner of River Forest. What a blessing! 
 

Meet Warrior Kellen and staff member 
Caroline. Kellen comes to OK on Tuesday 
and Friday mornings. Today, he dropped 
into OK to deliver his handmade Valentine's 
Day cards to all of his staff and friends.   
 

Kellen loves OK because… 
 “I like coming here on Friday to see my 

friends” 

 
   Please support OK's work by donating to the Children’s 
Lenten Project 2024 through Ascension and St. Edmund 
GiveCentral, which you can access through the parish website, 
the QR Code here, or by text.  
Three steps to Text your donation:   
1. Text 708-400-7396,  
2. Type “knocks”  
3. Send, and poof, you are on the donation page 

for the CLP ‘24!   



Parish Life 
Prayer Shawl Ministry News 

   In February and March, the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry of St. Catherine- 
St. Lucy and St. Giles parish 
received 16 prayer shawls and lap 
blankets and distributed 12 of the 
same to people seeking comfort and 
warmth. The ministry received 
donations of handmade hats and 
scarves to be distributed in the fall 
with the return of colder weather. 

   If you or someone you know is interested in joining or 
helping the Prayer Shawl Ministry, would like to receive a 
prayer shawl or a lap blanket or donate yarn or 
handmade items, contact Margie Rudnik via the Parish 
Center at 708-383-3430. 

May you feel the warmth of God’s love. 
Margie Rudnik, for the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
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FOOD COLLECTION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

   St. Giles Church weekly collection continues. Please 
bring your donations of canned or shelf-stable food and 
paper products to the St. Giles shrine in the gathering 
space at the Church or to the covered bins located at the 
back door on the north side of the Parish Center. 

   The next FOOD FIRST collection at  
St. Catherine of Siena-St. Lucy Church will be on 
Sunday, April 7. Please bring your donations of canned 
or shelf-stable food and paper products with you to the 
9:00 am Sunday Mass. Donations are brought to the altar 
during the Offertory. 

   Thank you for your generosity to these collections, and 
thank you to the stewards for their work in delivering 
these items to our local pantries. 

Our Parish Weekly Stewardship  
For Fiscal Year July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 

   Thank you to all who continue to support  
St. Catherine of Siena-St. Lucy and St. Giles Parish. 
Those wishing to make their donations online through 
GiveCentral can find the link and easy-to-follow 
instructions on the church websites: 

www.stgilesparish.org OR 
www.stcatherinestlucy.org. 

   Contact Sharon at the Parish Center, 708-383-3430 
Ext. 420, with any questions or for assistance. We 
could not be here without you! 

   ONE IN LOVE LGBTQ+ 
Ministry meets the second 
Saturday of each month.  

   We offer a friendly and safe 
place for St. Catherine-St. Lucy 
and St. Giles Parish and the  

St. Giles Family Mass Community LGBTQ+ 
individuals, their families and friends to share through 
deep listening circles. 

JOIN US SATURDAY, APRIL 13 
from 1:00 - 3:00 pm 

St. Giles Parish Center, 1025 Columbian Avenue 
If you have questions, please contact: 
Kathie Nash  kathienash1023@att.net. 

Mass Intentions for 2025 
   Those wishing to schedule a 
Mass for the intention of 
someone who has died or for 
special intentions may come to 
the Parish Center to do so. 
Masses will be scheduled on a 
first-come basis. 

   There are three intentions 
open for each Mass (except 
where the intention of the parish “All Parishioners 
and Benefactors” appears).  

   All Holy days and all holidays are designated for 
the intentions of the parish; no individual intentions 
may be added to those days. 

   Open dates for Mass intentions are still available in 
the 2024 Mass Book. Please contact the Parish 
Center with any requests that you may have. 

Mass Count Week of 3/10/24   
3/9/24 4:30 pm 161 

3/10/24 8:00 am 102 
3/10/24 9:00 am  111 

3/10/24 10:30 am 242 
3/10/24 Family Mass 147 

Total Mass Count 763 

3/10/2024  

 Total YTD 

Weekly Budget $30,000.00  $1,110,000.00 

   

Envelopes  $  4,557.00  $   605,885.49 

Loose  $  5,014.82    

Electronic*  $11,718.00   $   431,560.54  

Total Giving  $21,289.82  $1,037,446.03 

*3/05/24-3/11/24   

Shortfall  $  8,710.18  $     72,553.97 
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COMMEMORATIVE EASTER FLOWERS 
Honor deceased loved ones 

Decorate our churches for the Easter Season 
Support the St. Catherine of  Siena-St. Lucy and St. Giles ASP Trip 

 

Our Appalachian Service Project (ASP) 2024 Team is accepting donations for Easter Flowers in 
remembrance of those who have gone before us into eternal life. Each plant is $25. The flower 
plants purchased in memory of deceased loved ones will decorate our churches during the Easter 
season. The donations will assist our ASP Team in meeting our fundraising goals for teens to 
attend our week-long service trip this summer! The names of those honored will be published in 
the parish bulletin after Easter. 

Please enter the name of the person(s) you wish to honor in the space provided. 
Please print legibly!  

The cost is $25 per plant. Please make checks payable to St. Giles ASP. 
Donations can also be made through GiveCentral by scanning the QR Code 
here. 

I would like to donate  _____  plants (# of Easter flower plants) in honor of: 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my total donation of $___________ ($25 per plant).  
 
Name and address of donor (for receipt purposes):  

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return order forms and donations to the Parish Center marked  
“Commemorative Easter Flowers” by Monday, March 25. 
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

• Beautifully Appointed  

  Guest Rooms & Suites 

• Meeting/Banquet Facilities  

• Group Discounts

(708) 848-5000 

1110 Pleasant St. • Oak Park, IL 60302

NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300   Power Rodding   773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation
Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure

Video Sewer & Locating Service
www.nuzzoplumbing.com

Lice.# 14636   Lic. # 055-024301

PRO TODAY
HEATING • COOLING 
PLUMBING • SEWER
847-671-7300

Depression • Anxiety
Child & Family Therapy
Grief/Trauma Counseling
Marriage Counseling

Offices in Oak Park, North Riverside, Hinsdale,                773-312-3612 

Crystal Lake, Libertyville, & 2 Chgo locations        www.InnovativeCounselingPartners.com

Free Initial Consultation    (312) 291-4486

FamilyLegal.org

Alex Brinkmeier,
      esq.

Esther Grachan

708-406-6023
esther@grachanagency.com

over65healthcare.com

grachanagency.com

Michael Gonzalez
GENERAL DENTIST

708.452.1879
7544 W. North Avenue, Ste. 4

Elmwood Park , IL 60707
northavenuedentalcare.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2683

METS for MS
Mood and Excercise Training

Study for Multiple Sclerosis

TO SCREEN 
FOR OUR STUDY:

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
• Multiple Sclerosis Diagnosis
• Major Depressive Disorder
• Internet and e-mail access
• Physically Inactive
• Able to walk
• 18-64 years old
• English as primary language
• Live within 200 miles of Chicago

EMAIL ADDRESS
METSforMS@uic.edu

WEBSITE
Metsforms.ahs.uic.edu

PHONE NUMBER
(312) 355-1790

RESEARCH COORDINATOR
Alison Wathen

Principal Investigator: Dr. Rob Motl, 
Kinesiology and Nutrition

UIC STUDY2022-1354

Summer Special 
$79.95 

Furnace or Central Air
16 pt. Clean & Tune

Senior/Veteran Discounts
24 Hour Service

major credit cards accepted

773-237-5724

NEW CENTRAL AIR 
Starting at $2,895!
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Larry Williams, CPCU, CLU, ChFC, CASL 

                                          - Providing Insurance and Financial Services

STATE FARM GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICE 24 HOURS A DAY

Web: http://www.larrycarwilliams.com | Email: larry.williams.b0bk@statefarm.com 

Phone: 773-379-9009 | Fax: 773-379-0323 | Address: 5932 W. Lake St. • Chicago, IL 60644 

Natural personal & household
care items. REFILL existing 

containers & just pay for product!  
Book to your home by
appointment or Join us

at a pop up event!
filleryapothecary.com

■ HEATING ■ COOLING
708 848-3291

336 Harrison St., Oak Park 
www.HouseofHeat.com

PRO TODAY
HEATING • COOLING 
PLUMBING • SEWER
847-671-7300

Sciaraffa Funeral Directors, P.C.
FOUNDED 1941 BY ANTHONY J.SCIARAFFA (1919-2007)

 Julie Sciaraffa Jerry Sciaraffa
 (312) 330-7356 (773) 619-7725

3252 N. New England Ave., Chicago
Funeral Services Available at Locations

Throughout the Chicagoland Area
Pre-Need Funeral Arrangements By Appointment

Ponzio Dental
7053 W North Avenue Suite 2

Oak Park, IL 60302

(708) 452-8100 
wewelcomecowards.com

Spina, McGuire & Okal 
7610 W. North Avenue   Elmwood Park, IL

Attorneys At Law
708.453.2800      www.smolaw.com

— Mówimy Pó Polski —

Anthony F. Spina  

James T. McGuire   
Timothy H. Okal 
John D. Spina
Felicia M. DiGiovanni
Catherine R. Brukalo
John M. Kennelly

2024 Bar Register of

Preeminent Lawyers

Highest ethical and legal
ability rating (AV)

Lexis Nexis Martindale-Hubble

Rental Tools & Equipment for Work & Play!

We Rent Most Everything!
For All Your Equipment & Party Rental Needs

info@aarentalcenter.net
www.aarentalcenter.net

30 N. 9th Ave., Melrose Park, IL 60160

(708) 343-8110

Realty Associates

7375 West Nort Avenue
River Forest, Illinois 60305

www.gagliardogrp.com
(708) 771-8040

Serving your comminity since 1958.

 Tom Poulo Andy Gagliardo
 Broker/Owner Broker/Owner


