
_ PARENTS OF CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES 

  +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 (excerpts from Your  Child’s Confirmation by Carol Luebering) 

 SEAL OF BAPTISM 

As the local community grew larger, the bishop became a distant figure.  His delegates, priests, baptized. There acts 

were literally confirmed by the bishop in a later ceremony of anointing.  In time, Christians began to speak of 

Confirmation as the “seal” of Baptism that conferred the Holy Spirit. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ACQUIRING A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY      

Confirmation and Baptism celebrate the same reality with a slightly different focus.  Baptism celebrate the GIFT OF 

LIFE; Confirmation celebrates the BREATH OF LIFE----the Holy Spirit.  We cannot speak of one without 

recalling the other ( or Eucharist for that matter which NOURISHES LIFE). 

Our challenge is to rediscover the relationship between Baptism and Confirmation.  You brought your child to the 

baptismal font not only for a formal conferral of a name, but also to give your infant a new IDENTITY: Christian, 

Catholic. 

While adults choose what names they want to add to their own (via marriage, political affiliations, professional 

groups, etc.) children must first grow into and identity given by others. 

A child born into the Church slowly discovers what it means to be Catholic from the stories and customs YOU 

share.  You were not alone in this teaching effort.  You introduced your child to other people who speak belief in 

word and action.  You brought your child to the PARISH for more formal instruction. Through your efforts, your 

youngster has grown conscious of the God-life within her/him.   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



Today’s Confirmation candidate has a greater access to information about our universal Catholic Church 

than any previous generation.  This empowers them to have a better sense of Christian identity. 

THINGS TO PONDER AS YOUR CHILD PREPARES FOR RECEPTION OF CONFIRMATION 

 What elements of your heritage have you deliberately chosen to share with your child? 

 How long did it take to accept(or reject) the identity into which you were born? 

 How much of who you are today is a chosen identity? 

 Do you think your child has been going through this same growth process with their identity? 

 Do you find it difficult to allow your child to make those choices? 

 

 

 

 

For each Sacrament a period of time is set aside to prepare for that Sacrament.  Prayer, study, and 

works of service are part of the preparation process for reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

 Candidates who do not complete the tasks assigned during this preparation time may not be 

ready to receive the Sacrament at this point in their lives.   

 

 Candidates with missing assignments will receive notices on Wednesday January 11 

from Mrs. Casselman; an email will also be sent to parents of candidates regarding 

missing assignments.   

 

 All missing assignments will be due Wednesday January 25, 2012. 

 

 If a candidates choices not to complete these missing assignments a meeting will be 

set with the candidate and their parents to discuss the options available. 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 



Will gather again this month Sunday January 25th – Thursday February 2, please 

check the Confirmation calendar page for group meeting times.  All groups meet in 

the Teen Room located on the 2nd floor of the Gleeson Building. 

 

###################################################### 

 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT: Saturday February 4th Agenda 

8:00 -8:30am   Mass in Church 

8:30-8:45am    Morning Snack in McDonough Hall 

8:50-9:00am    Quiet Meditation 

9:00-12:00pm  Presentation 

12:00-12:40pm  Lunch 

12:40-12:45pm  Quiet Meditation 

12:45-2:15pm    Presentation 

2:15-2:30pm    Closing Prayer/Dismissal 

 

All candidates for Confirmation are to attend the retreat.  Please notify the parish 

Religious Education office if a conflict with this event arises in your family schedule. 

(please note:   there is NO  make- up session for this event) 

OF SPECIAL INTEREST>>>> 

PARENTS OF CONFIRMATION STUDENTS, YOU WILL BE RECEIVING BY POSTAL 

MAIL A SPECIAL REQUEST FROM THE PARISH REGARDING YOUR CHILD.   

YOUR IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TO THIS MAILING IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 


