News from the 4th Quarter, 2021
1- Do you know someone in need of our
What More Can I Do?
community's prayers? Whether it's a
You may not be able to make things to carry our prayers to those in need, but,
physical, emotional or spiritual problem, if you know of someone who needs our prayers, you can get a shawl, blanket
our prayer shawls and blankets carry our or other item from the Parish Center and give it to that person. If you can't
prayers to those in need. You can get a
physically do that, call the Parish Center with your information about where
shawl or blanket for that someone you
and to whom and why to dend something and ask that it be passed to one of
know at the Parish Center when it's
us who can do it.
staffed, or ask someone on the Pastoral
Team, or the contact below.
2- There is no charge for this but
donations of yarn, or money to buy yarn,
are appreciated to carry on this ministry.
3- Do you knit or crochet? Would you
like to participate in this ministry? We
gather at the Parish Ministry Center on the
second Monday of each month at 1 PM to
bless and record new shawls and blankets,
share patterns and ideas, and get yarn for
new projects. Attendance is not required.
You can join this ministry by making at
least one shawl or lap blanket. If you need
yarn to do this, you can get some from our
stash. Send your contact info to Paul
Joseph Schleitwiler, FCM to be added to
We are praying for the unhoused
the roster
The Fraternité de Notre Dame (also known as "The French Nuns”) distributes
4- Do you have a story to share about
sleeping bags to the unhoused as winter draws near. Last year Nancy Hoel
prayer shawls or blankets? Or other
crocheted several hats and donated them to the French Nuns. This year, she
things related to this ministry or the
asked the St Giles Prayer Shawl Ministry if they wanted to participate in this
making of shawls and blankets? Did
something in this newsletter inspire you to endeavor as well. Our prayer shawl ministers knitted and crocheted beautiful
hats and scarves and brought them to our monthly meetings. Nancy delivered
comment about it?
the beautiful work of our hands to the French Nuns at the Elmhurst Farmers
Share what you have to say by email to
Market in late October. Many heads and necks will be warmer this winter
pjschleitwilerfcm@yahoo.com
because of our efforts!
Prayer Shawl Ministry meeting dates in 2022
The 2nd Monday of each month
Statistics for the Quarter
1st Qtr Jan. 10, Feb.14, Mar. 14
Not all the items made and given out were recorded . As near as we can tell
2nd Qtr
Apr. 11, May 9, Jun. 13
crafting members in this ministry made and submitted 54 shawls, 4
3rd QtrJul. 11, Aug. 8, Sep. 12
blankets, over 38 scarves, 15 hats and more than 1oo blessing squares this
4th QtrOct. 10, Nov. 14, Dec.12
To confirm a particular meeting date, contact quarter.
37 shawls, 2 blankets, 79 scarves, 30 hats and head warmers, more than
Paul Joseph Schleitwiler, FCM at
100 blessing squares and 7 bags went to people in need of our prayers.
pjschleitwilerfcm@yahoo.com

Who Else Are We Praying For
young woman whose best friend died suddenly
a parishioner's daughter who has a mystery malady
a woman who has cancer.
a parishioner whose brother has died.
a parishioner’s granddaughter
a woman having surgery
a parishioner who had surgery
a woman whose husband has died.
people for whom 15 shawls were taken at the Anointing Masses
a parishioner's niece with ALS
a woman whose best friend died
a woman whose husband died.
a parishiner’s niece
a parishioner whose sister died.
the sister and brother-in-law of a parishioner
the cousin of a parishioner
a man whose wife died
a woman whose husband died
a parishioner with serious physical ailments
a woman whosee husband died
the girls at Mercy Home for Girls Healy
asylum seekers at the Chicago Greyhound bus station

Imagine a group of women and a man siting on
benches beside a pair of the city's finest in uniform.
The group is talking about hooking, fingering, their
needles and their stashes.
What happens next?
And you thought we never have fun.

Afternoon Sunlight Shawl

Size: Width - 74" (185 cm), depth - 41" (102 cm)
Materials:
aran weight yarn, 1704 yards (1558.1376 meters)
Hook: F (3.75 mm)
Gauge: motif size is 1 0" (25 cm)

Border (see schematic)
Round 1: *ch 7, sc, repeat along the edge of the shawl, end
with sl st to the first ch7.
Round 2: *ch 7, sc, repeat 3 times, to fill the space between
two motifs work ch 10, sc, ch 16, sc, ch 24, sc, (ch 30, sc) 3
times, ch 24, sc, ch 16, sc, ch 10, sc. Repeat for each space
between motifs. At the ends of the shawl work ch 7, sc in
the ch 7 of the previous round.
Round 3: *ch 7, sc into ch 7 of the prev round; to finish
filling the corners work as follows: ch 7, sc into ch 10, ch7,
sc into ch 16, ch 3, sc into ch 24, (ch 1, sc into ch 30) 3
times, ch1, sc into ch 24, ch 3, sc into ch 16, ch 7, sc into
ch 10.

Directions
Chain 10, join with sl st to form a ring.
Round 1: ch 3, *ch 2, 4 dc into ring, repeat from *5 times,
ch 2, 3 dc into a ring, sl st to ch 3.
Round 2: ch 3, 1 dc into the sl st of the prev round, *ch 3, 2
dc into the 1 st dc of the prev round, 2 dc over next 2 dc, 2
dc into the last dc of the 4-dc group, from * repeat 5 times,
ch 3, 2 dc into the 1 st dc of the prev round, 2 dc over next Rounds 4-8: *ch 7, sc, repeat along the edge of the
2 dc, sl st to the ch 3.
shawl, end with sl st to the first ch7. Tie off
Round 3: ch 3, 1 dc into the sl st of the prev round, *ch 7, 2 Finishing: Block the shawl
dc into the 1 st dc of the prev round, 4 dc over next 4 dc, 2
dc into the last dc of the 6-dc group, from * repeat 5 times,
ch 7, 2 dc into the 1 st dc of the prev round, 4 dc over next
4 dc, sl st to the ch 3.
Round 4: ch 3, 1 dc into the sl st of the prev round, *sc, 2
dc into the 1 st dc of the prev round, 6 dc over next 6 dc, 2
dc into the last dc of the 8-dc group, from * repeat 5 times,
sc, 2 dc into the 1 st dc of the prev round, 6 dc over next 6
dc, sl st to the ch 3.
Round 5: ch 31, sc into sc of the prev round, *ch 30, sc into
2nd dc, ch 30, sc into 4th dc, ch 30, sc into the 7th dc, ch
30, sc into the 9th dc, repeat from * 5 times, ch 30, sc into
2nd dc, ch 30, sc into 4th dc, ch 30, sc into the 7th dc, ch
15, crochet with 7 yarn overs.
Round 6: ch 7, sc into top of ch 30, repeat to the end of the
round.
Round 7: 2 sl sts to the middle of ch 7, *ch 3, (4 dc, ch 1, 4
dc) into ch 7, ch 3, sc into ch 7, (ch 7, sc) 3 times, from *
repeat 6 times. Tie off.
Alternate Round 7 (to connect to another motif): 2 sl
sts to the middle of ch 7, ch 3, 4 dc, sl st to the ch 1 of
the other motif, 4 dc into ch 7, *ch 3, sc into ch 7, (ch
3, sl st to ch 7 of the other motif, ch 3, sc) 3 times, ch
3, 4 dc, sl st to the ch 1 of the other motif, 4 dc into ch
7. This connects 1 side of the hexagon motif. Repeat
from * to connect another motif, or continue as regular
Round 7
Crochet 22 motifs and join them according to the
diagram below:

KNIT EASY EYELET STITCH WRAP

MATERIALS
Yarn = 1085 yds (992.124 m)
Size U.S. 10 (6 mm) circular knitting needle 29" [73.5 cm]
long or size
needed to obtain gauge.
ABBREVIATIONS Approx = Approximately, Beg =
Beginning, K = Knit, K2tog = Knit next 2 stitches
together, Pat = Pattern, Rep = Repeat, St(s) = Stitch(es),
Yo = Yarnover
MEASUREMENTS Approx 24 x 70" [61 x 178 cm].
GAUGE 15 sts and 30 rows = 4" [10 cm] in
INSTRUCTIONS Note: Wrap is reversible. There is no
right or wrong side.
Cast on 91 stitches (sts) (multiple of 3 sts + 16). Do not
join. Working back and forth across needle in rows,
proceed as follows:
Knit 16 rows (garter st).
Next row: Knit 8 (K8). *K1. Yarn over (yo). Knit next 2
stitches together (K2tog). Repeat (Rep) from * to last 8 sts.
K8.
Rep last row for Easy Eyelet Pat until work from beginning
(beg) measures 68" [173 cm].
Knit 16 rows (garter st).
Cast off.
FINISHING Pin Wrap to measurements on a flat surface.
Cover with a damp cloth, leaving cloth to dry.

Our Blessing for Shawls and Lap Blankets
(adapted from Janet Severi Bristow - 2000)
May God's grace be upon these shawls and blankets ...
warming, comforting, enfolding and embracing.
May these mantles be a safe haven ... a sacred place of security and well being ...
sustaining and embracing in good times as well as difficult ones.
May those who receive these shawls and blankets be cradled in hope,
kept in joy, graced with peace,
and wrapped in love.
Blessed be!

