
1 - Do you know someone in need of our

community's prayers? Whether it's a

physical, emotional or spiritual problem,

our prayer shawls and blankets carry our

prayers to those in need. You can get a

shawl or blanket for that someone you

know at the Parish Center when it's

staffed, or ask someone on the Pastoral

Team, or the contact below.

2- There is no charge for this but

donations of yarn, or money to buy yarn,

are appreciated to carry on this ministry.

3- Do you knit or crochet? Would you

like to participate in this ministry? We

gather at the Parish Ministry Center on the

second Monday of each month at 1 PM to

bless and record new shawls and blankets,

share patterns and ideas, and get yarn for

new projects. Attendance is not required.

You can join this ministry by making at

least one shawl or lap blanket. If you need

yarn to do this, you can get some from our

stash. Send your contact info to Paul

Joseph Schleitwiler, FCM to be added to

the roster

4- Do you have a story to share about

prayer shawls or blankets? Or other

things related to this ministry or the

making of shawls and blankets? Did

something in this newsletter inspire you to

comment about it?

Share what you have to say by email to

pjschleitwilerfcm@yahoo.com

News from the 3rd Quarter, 2020

Our Prayers Are Still Needed

While we continue to create, bless, and distribute prayer shawls, lap blankets

and scarves, they are intended to be a reminder of the presence of a loving

God and the prayers of a loving community. Those prayers, yours and mine,

are the Prayer Shawl ministry for those suffering or for those celebrating a

joyous event.

You can help too by giving a shawl, blanket or scarf to someone you know

who needs our prayers. The shawls are available at the Parish Center,

wrapped in plastic and dated with the date the shawl was last touched by

human hands. You can pick up a shawl by calling the Parish Center at 708-

383-3430 and leaving a message. One of the staffmembers will return your

call and set up a time to meet you. If that will not work for you, let the staff

member know and one of the Prayer Shawl Ministers will plan to get one to

you.

Either way or both, you can be an instrument ofGod’s love,

Statistics for the Quarter

Members in this ministry made forty-one

shawls, five lap blankets and eleven

scarves this quarter.

Twenty-six shawls and one lap blanket

went to people in need of our prayers.

We have added members making shawls,

blankets and scarves. Not all members

participate in meetings.

Prayer Shawl Ministry meeting dates in 2020

The 2nd Monday of each month

January 13 April 1 3 July 13 October 12

February 10 May 11 August 10 November 9

March 9 June 8 September 14 December 14

We continue meeting via Zoom during this pandemic.

If you would like to join us and to confirm a particular meeting date, contact

Paul Joseph Schleitwiler, FCM at pjschleitwilerfcm@yahoo.com

Scarves for Mercy Home Girls

Last year we made purses and ear warmers for girls at the Mercy Home for

Christmas. They were more than Christmas presents since they also carried

our prayers. The girls appreciated our care for them.

This year we have been making scarves for the girls currently at Mercy

Home. Margie Rudnik applied for a grant from Royal Neighbors to fund the

yarn needed for this. Royal Neighbors is an insurance company with an

annual Difference Maker Fund to be used for supplies to make sewn,

crocheted, or knitted items to benefit others in our community. The annual

amount is $200. They have supported volunteerism for 125 years.

They approved our request and sent us $200, tee shirts, pens, stickers and a

tablecloth. The message on the tee shirts is "Make A Difference".

There are twenty-five girls at this time, but Mercy Home has room for fifty.

We won't know the final count until later but we have a plan for any extra

scarves. We will send the extras down to the border where nuns will

distribute them to asylum seekers.

Our prayers, yours and mine, go with them, wrapping those who recieve

them in God's love.



Who are we praying for?

Enrique Francisco’s family, all ofwhom had the virus and are getting better very slowly.

a hospice worker has the virus

a new baby who had a health scare and is fine now

A prayer shawl maker, Agnes had the Covid virus and is recovering at her daughter’s house Agnes is ready to start making

scarves and shawls but still staying with her daughter. Her hands and brain work, her feet and legs are slower

The family of a parishioner whose cousin and aunt died.

A prayer shawl maker, Erika has a serious ear infection

Two teens who lost their grandparents

and another going to college

A woman in Indiana, cousin of a woman in the parish, who has MS.

The niece of a parishioner who has 3 rare immune-deficiencies and has been on our prayer list . She is estranged from her

parents as well.

And her parents

The sister of a parishioner who has fluid on her ear

The niece of a parishioner who has cancer

A grandmother who is 101

11 years ago you prayed for Eileen Maguire, as she was treated for breast cancer. Almost 3 years ago you prayed for her

when she lost her wonderful son to an overdose. Now we ask for your prayers, as she wraps herself in the comforting shawl

the ministry sent to her 11 years ago, and prepares for a treatment plan for cancer in her lungs.

A friend with an auto immune disease who is having trouble sleeping

Please pray for comfort and peace for Lavern Tomasso's family. She struggled with cancer and the chemo which she could

not tolerate and died in hospice.

Mary Ellen’s niece, Kim Lesniak who has pancreatitis.

A frontline Covid worker,

Three mothers whose children are leaving for college

A friend with severe migraines

A teen’s aunt who is going through chemo

A niece who lost a family member.

The brother of a parishioner’s daughter-in-law who has an autoimmune disease.

A woman from Kansas who suffers terribly from a lung condition

A parishioner's cousin. She and her husband waited 10 years for for their new baby.

A 60 year old man who left a lucrative career to pursue being a minister

A friend who had back surgery - difficult procedure -

A parishioner's niece's mom, whose very young sister died.

A neighbor who has been ill and also spent time in rehab,

and his wife, who is caring for her husband, her elderly mother, and her handicapped child.

Kathy Nash's sister's husband who had surgery

A friend whose husband died.

Mary Pat Baubly.

A friend ofMary Pat Baubly who has cancer

A woman celebrating her 70th birthday. After she received it, she was so touched and thrilled. She said she is using it to

pray with in the mornings.

Carolina Martin for the death of her son.

Two people dealing with mental illness,

A man who is very ill

A parishioner having some eye surgery,

A nun who will have major surgery.

We don't have to run through the list every time we pray. God knows who needs our prayers. But we do need to pray.



I’m not addicted to knitting,

I can stop after just one more row.



Rainbow Flowers Motif Shawl

This colorful shawl is assembled from small individual blocks. It's easy to make in any size or shape that you desire. The

lace is pretty light weight, so even a large shawl l drapes well and is easy to arrange.Made with two yarns: a solid color for

the outside of the blocks, and a self-striping rainbow-colored yarn for the flowers in the middle. When working the blocks,

the flowers change color in a rainbow pattern across the shawl. This shawl is also great for using up small scraps of yarn,

since you don't need much yarn for each individual block.

Size: width - 84" (210 cm), depth - 44" (110 cm)

Materials: variegated sport weight yarn 440 yd (400 m)/100g, – 2 skeins. (CC) solid sport weight yarn, 660 yards (604

meters) /1 50 gr, color (darker than variegated yarn) – 4 skeins. (MC); Hook: F (3.75 mm)

Gauge: 1 motif = 5.25” (1 3 cm) square

Abbreviations: ch = chain, st(s) = stitch(es), sl st = slip stitch, sc = single crochet, hdc – half double crochet, dc = double

crochet, tr – treble (triple) crochet, trtr – triple triple crochet (yo 4 times), 3trtrcl – 3 trtr cluster, Picot – ch 3, sl st to 1 st ch.,

3trcl – 3 treble cluster, 4trcl – 4 treble cluster, 2dccl - 2 dc cluster, 3dccl - 3 dc cluster; MC – main color, CC – contrasting

color

Square Motif

Rounds 1 -3 in CC

Round 1 : chain 12, join with sl st to make a ring. (or magic ring)

Round 2: ch 1 , 1 6 sc into a ring, sl st to ch-1 .

Round 3: ch 1 , 1 sc into next sc, *ch 6, 3trtrcl into next sc, ch 6, 1 sc into next st, repeat from * 7 more times, end with sl st

to ch 1 .

Cut the yarn.

The rest of the motif is in MC.

Round 4: secure the yarn at the top of the first 3trtrcl, ch 1 , 1 sc between 3trtrcl and ch-6, *ch 7, 1 sc in the space between

ch-6 and 3trtrcl, 1 sc in the space between 3trtrcl and next ch-6, repeat from * 7 more time, end with sl st to ch-1 .

Round 5: ch 1 , * (1 sc, 1 hdc, 7 dc, 1 hdc, 1 sc) into next ch-7, ch 1 , (2 sc, ch 3, 2 sc, ch 3, 2 sc, ch 3, 2 sc) into next ch-7,

repeat from * 3 more times, sl st to ch-1 .

Round 6: work 6 sl st along the beginning sts of the prev round (1 sc, 1 hdc, 6 dc), ch 4 (counts as 1 tr), 3trcl in the same st,

*ch 5, 2 trcl (1 st leg in the same st as previous 3trcl, 2nd leg in next ch-1 , ch 5, 1 hds in the next ch-3, ch 2, 1 sc into next

ch-3, ch 2, 1 hdc into next ch-3, ch 5, 2trcl (1 st leg into next ch-1 , 2nd leg into 4th dc), ch 5, 4trcl into same 4th dc, repeat

from * 3 more times, end with ch 5, sl st to ch-4.

Round 7: ch 6 (counts as 1 dc + ch 3), *5 dc into next ch-5, ch 1 , 5 dc into next ch-5, ch 1 , 2 dc into next ch-2, ch 1 , 2 dc

into next ch-2, 5 dc into next ch-5, 5 dc into next ch-5, ch 6, repeat from * 3 more times, end with 4 dc, sl st to ch-6.

Alternate Round 7 (to connect to another motif): ch 6 (counts as 1 dc + ch 3), *5 dc into next ch-5, sl st to ch-1 of the other

motif, 5 dc into next ch-5, sl st to ch-1 of the other motif, 2 dc into next ch-2, sl st to ch-1 of the other motif, 2 dc into next

ch-2, sl st to ch-1 of the other motif, 5 dc into next ch-5, sl st to ch-1 of the other motif, 5 dc into next ch-5, ch 3, sl st to

ch-6 of the other motif, ch 3, repeat from * 3 more times, end with 4 dc, sl st to ch-6.

Triangle Motif

All triangle motives are in MC.

Row 1 : chain 8, join with sl st to make a ring. (or magic ring)

Row 2: ch 1 , 9 sc into the ring. Turn.

Row 3: ch 1 , 1 sc into next sc, *ch 6, 3trtrcl into next sc, ch 6, 1 sc into next st, repeat from * 3 more times. Turn

Row 4: ch 10, *1 sc in the space between ch-6 and 3trtrcl, 1 sc in the space between 3trtrcl and next ch-6, ch 7, repeat from

* 3 more times, end with ch 4 (instead of 7), 1 trtr into the last st. Turn.

Row 5: ch 3 (counts as 1 dc), (3 dc, 1 hdc, 1 sc) into next ch-4, ch 1 , (2 sc, ch 3, 2 sc, ch 3, 2 sc, ch 3, 2 sc) into next ch-7,

ch 1 , (1 sc, 1 hdc, 7 dc, 1 hdc, 1 sc) into next ch-7, ch 1 , (2 sc, ch 3, 2 sc, ch 3, 2 sc, ch 3, 2 sc) into next ch-7, ch 1 , (1 sc, 1

hdc, 4 dc) into ch-10. Turn.

Row 6: ch 4 (counts as 1 tr), 3trcl into the same st, *ch 5, 2 trcl (1 st leg in the same st as previous 3trcl, 2nd leg in next ch-

If it seems like the project is taking forever, it is knitting.

If you run out of yarn before your next trip to the yarn store, it is crocheting.



1 , ch 5, 1 hds in the next ch-3, ch 2, 1 sc into next ch-3, ch 2, 1 hdc into next ch-3, ch 5, 2trcl (1 st leg into next ch-1 , 2nd

leg into 4th dc), ch 5, 4trcl into same 4th dc, repeat from * 1 more time. Turn.

Row 7: ch 6 (counts as 1 dc + ch 3), *5 dc into next ch-5, ch 1 , 5 dc into next ch-5, ch 1 , 2 dc into next ch-2, ch 1 , 2 dc into

next ch-2, 5 dc into next ch-5, ch 1 , 5 dc into next ch-5, ch 6, repeat from * 1 more time, end with 5 dc, ch 6, sl st into ch-4.

Alternate Row 7 (to connect to another motif): ch 3, sl st to ch-6 of the other motif, ch 3, *5 dc into next ch-5, sl st to ch-1

of the other motif, 5 dc into next ch-5, sl st to ch-1 of the other motif, 2 dc into next ch-2, sl st to ch-1 of the other motif, 2

dc into next ch-2, 5 dc into next ch-5, sl st to ch-1 of the other motif, 5 dc into next ch-5, ch 3, sl st to ch-6 of the other

motif, ch 3, repeat from * 1 more time, end with 5 dc, 3, sl st to ch-6 of the other motif, ch 3, sl st into ch-4.

Shawl

Crochet 55 square motifs and 11 triangle motifs. Connect the motifs as-you-go using the alternate round 7 for square

motifs. Crochet square motifs first, then crochet and connect triangle motifs as-you-go to the top edge of the shawl.

Finishing

Work 1 row of sc along the longer side of the shawl (along the row of triangle motives).

Make 7” fringe. For fringe cut the yarn for 15” lengths.

Block the shawl.

Triangle Diagram Square Diagam



Paragon Shawl

- July 24, 2019 Level: intermediate

Material: 5.3 oz/ 1 50 g,, 590 yds/ 450 mt. approx., 1 00% acrylic, 1 skein.

Tools: Size U.S. 8/ 5 mm circular knitting needles 40"/ 100 cm long., Tapestry needle., Stitch marker.

Measurements: 50 inch (127 cm) wide, 29 inch (74 cm) height, approx.

Gauge: 1 6 sts x 27 rows = 4"x 4" (10 cm x 10 cm) in stockinette stitch.

Yardage: 470 - 480 yards (430 - 440 meters) approx.

Knitting Terms

st = stitch

sts = stitches

k = knit

p = purl

yo = yarn over

m1 = make one stitch increase.

K2tog = knit two stitches together.

K2togtbl = knit two stitches together through back loops.

Instructions

Cast on 4 sts, k 6 rows, pick up 5 sts from each row on the side, 4 sts from the bottom end, now you have 13 sts, mark the

center st.

Then work as follows:

Lace pattern

Row 1 : K 3, p 7, k 3.

Row 2: K 3, yo, k2togtbl, yo, k 1 , (m1 , k 1 , m1 ), k 1 , yo, k2tog, yo, k 3.

Row 3: K 3, p to last 3 sts, k 3.

Row 4: k 3, yo, * k2togtbl, yo, repeat from * to center st, k 1 , (m1 , k 1 , m1 ), k 1 , yo, *k2tog, yo, repeat from * to last 3 sts,

k 3.

Row 5: repeat row 3

Repeat rows 4+5 until sts count: 53.

First diamonds stripe pattern

Row 1 : k 3, yo, k2togtbl, yo, k 2, *(k2togtbl, yo) three times, k 2, repeat from * to last 3 sts before center st, k2togtbl, yo, k

1 , (m1 , k 1 , m1 ), k 1 , yo, k2tog, k 2, *(yo, k2tog) three times, k 2, repeat from * to last 5 sts, yo, k2tog, yo, k 3, turn.

Row 2: k 3, p to last 3 sts, k 3, turn.

Row 3: k 3, yo, k2togtbl, yo, k 4 *(k2togtbl, yo) twice, k 4, repeat from * to last 3 sts before center st, k2togtbl, yo, k 1 ,

(m1 , k 1 , m1 ), k 1 , yo, k2tog, k 4, *(yo, k2tog) twice, k 4, repeat from * to last 5 sts, yo, k2tog, yo, k 3, turn.

Row 4 and every even-numbered row: repeat row 2.

Row 5: k 3, yo, k2togtbl, yo, k 6 *k2togtbl, yo, k 6, repeat from * to last 3 sts before center st, k2togtbl, yo, k 1 , (m1 , k 1 ,

m1 ), k 1 , yo, k2tog, k 6, *yo, k2tog, k 6, repeat from * to last 5 sts, yo, k2tog, yo, k 3, turn.

Row 7: k 3, yo, k2togtbl, yo, k to last 3 sts before center st, k2togtbl, yo, k 1 , (m 1 , k 1 , m 1 ), k 1 , yo, k2tog, k to last 5 sts,

yo, k2tog, yo, k 3, turn.

Row 9: k 3, yo, k2togtbl, yo *k2togtbl, yo, k 6, repeat from * to last 5 sts before center st, (k2togtbl, yo) twice, k 1 , (m 1 , k

1 , m 1 ), k 1 , yo, k2tog, *yo, k2tog, k 6, repat from * to last 7 sts, (yo, k2tog) twice, yo, k 3, turn.

Row 11 : k 3, yo, k2togtbl, yo, *(k2togtbl, yo) twice, k 4, repeat from * to last 7 sts before center st, (k2togtbl, yo) three

times, k 1 , (m 1 , k 1 , m 1 ), k 1 , yo, k2tog, *(yo, k2tog) twice, k 4, repeat from * to last 9 sts, (yo, k2tog) three times, yo, k

3, turn.

Row 13: k 3, yo, k2togtbl, yo, *(k2togtbl, yo) 3 times, k 2, repeat from * to last 9 sts before center st, (k2togtbl, yo) four

times, k 1 , (m 1 , k 1 , m 1 ), k 1 , yo, k2tog, *(yo, k2tog) three times, k 2, repeat from * to last 11 sts, (yo, k2tog) four times,

yo, k 3, turn.

Repeat rows 4+5 from (Lace pattern) until sts count= 149.

Second diamonds stripe pattern

Repeat rows 1 to 12 from First diamonds stripe pattern.



Row 13: k 3, yo, k2togtbl, yo, *k2togtbl, yo, k 2, repeat from * to last 3 sts before center st, k2togtbl, yo, k 1 , (m 1 , k 1 , m

1 ), k 1 , *yo, k2tog, k 2, repeat from * to last 7 sts, (yo, k2tog) twice, yo, k 3, turn.

Row 15: k 3, yo, *(k2togtbl, yo) twice, k 4, repeat from * to last 5 sts before center st, (k2togtbl, yo) twice, k 1 , (m 1 , k 1 ,

m 1 ), k 1 , *(yo, k2tog) twice, k 4, repeat from * to last 7 sts, (yo, k2tog) twice, yo, k 3, turn.

Row 17: k 3, yo, k2togtbl, yo, *k2togtbl, yo, k 6, repeat from * to last 5 sts before center st, (k2togtbl, yo) twice, k 1 , (m 1 ,

k 1 , m 1 ), k 1 , yo, k2tog, *yo, k2tog, k 6, rpeat from * to last 7 sts, (yo, k2tog) twice, yo, k 3, turn.

Row 19: k 3, yo, (k2togtbl, yo) twice, k to last 5 sts before center st, (k2togtbl, yo) twice, k 1 , (m 1 , k 1 , m 1 ), k 1 , (yo,

k2tog) twice, k to last 7 sts, (yo, k2tog) twice, yo, k 3, turn.

Row 21 : k 3, yo, (k2togtbl, yo) twice, *k2togtbl, yo, k 6, repeat from * to last 7 sts before center st, (k2togtbl, yo) three

times, k 1 , (m 1 , k 1 , m 1 ), k 1 , (yo, k2tog) twice, *yo, k2tog, k 6, repeat from * to last 9 sts, (yo, k2tog) three times, yo, k

3, turn.

Row 23: k 3, yo, (k2togtbl, yo) twice, *(k2togtbl, yo) twice, k 4, repeat from * to last 9 sts before center st, (k2togtbl, yo)

four times, k 1 , (m 1 , k 1 , m 1 ), k 1 , (yo, k2tog) twice, *(yo, k2tog) twice, k 4, repeat from * to last 11 sts, (yo, k2tog) four

times, yo, k 3, turn.

Row 25: k 3, yo, (k2togtbl, yo) twice, *(k2togtbl, yo) 3 times, k 2, repeat from * to last 11 sts before center st, (k2togtbl,

yo) five times, k 1 , (m 1 , k 1 , m 1 ), k 1 , (yo, k2tog) twice, *(yo, k2tog) twice, k 2, repeat from * to last 1 3 sts, (yo, k2tog)

five times, yo, k 3, turn.

Repeat rows 4+5 from (lace pattern) until sts count= 261 .

Repeat First diamonds stripe pattern once more.

Repeat row 4+5 from (Lace pattern) five times.

Cast offMethod:

1 . Co 2 sts from the first st this way: *insert right needle into the first st as to knit it, yo and draw out to make a new st

(don't slip the st on left needle), slip the new st from right to left, repeat from *once more. now you have 3 sts out of the

first one.

2. Cast off these 3 sts: *knit 2 sts, pass the first one over the second, repeat 3 times, slip the st that is left on right needle

back to left needle.

4. repeat steps 1 and 2 to end.

Cut yarn, weave in loose ends, block the shawl and enjoy wearing.



Our Blessing for Shawls and Lap Blankets

(adapted from Janet Severi Bristow - 2000)

May God's grace be upon these shawls and blankets . . .

warming, comforting, enfolding and embracing.

May these mantles be a safe haven .. . a sacred place of security and well being .. .

sustaining and embracing in good times as well as difficult ones.

May those who receive these shawls and blankets be cradled in hope,

kept in joy, graced with peace,

and wrapped in love.

Blessed be!




